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WATER
Did you know that each of the five elements is an
archetype?
These are a few meta-meanings of water:
life and rebirth (Christian Baptism)
death and destruction (storms, tragedies)
the unknown

DUAL SYMBOLISM
In the cemetery of Sulina we found that there were
many lives lost in the Danube but also water is what
helps the local fishermen provide for their families.

ANCHOR
Due to its resemblance to the cross, the
anchor has also a religious meaning. It
represents salvation, hope and faith in
Christ.
It also symbolizes safety, security,
stability and good luck.

NAUTICAL
WHEEL
A ship's wheel has multiple layers of meaning,
such as:
destiny
victory
taking control
purpose
life's path
perseverance
A ship's wheel is also similar to the dharma
wheel. They both generally have eight spokes,
and the dharma wheel symbolizes the Noble
Eightfold Path of Buddhism.

LIGHTHOUSE
Mainly, lighthouses symbolize hope and security because they provide guidance to sailors.
They can also have a religious meaning, representing the guiding light of the Holy Spirit to some.
It can also symbolize isolation because of the isolation of a lighthouse keeper.
Vigilance, alertness and the end of a journey are also some of the most common symbolic
meanings of the lighthouse.
There are 4 lighthouses in Sulina.

BOAT
GENERAL SYMBOLISM
The boat generally symbolises a (spiritual)
journey or the voyage of life.
It's also a symbol of security and it was a very
early Christian symbol, representing the church
itself.
Nonetheless, the boat represents freedom.

SULINA
One of the most outstanding buildings in
Sulina was built in the shape of a boat,
reminding us of Noah's ark.

FISH&SEASHELLS
FISH
Because water is a powerful symbol of the
depths of the unconscious, fish represent the
unconscious of the higher-self. Since water
symbolizes life, fish also represent birth, rebirth
and fertility. They are deeply connected to the
feminine energy.
In Christianity, fish symbolize Jesus Christ. He
referred to His disciples as "fishers of men".

SEASHELLS
The general symbolism of seashells refer to love
and fertility. They are also a symbol of eternity.
In the religious meaning, seashells represent the
safe journey of the soul from this world.

ARCHETYPE OF FISHERMEN
Because the fish is a symbol of knowledge, a fisherman is someone who seeks truth and
wisdom. It can represent the conscious self in opposition to the water, which represents the
unconscious.
If we think about the mythical union between mermaids and fisherman, that can also be a
symbol of the conscious masculine meeting the subconscious feminine.

QUOTE

"The ocean is always the symbol of the collective
unconscious. It is an all embracing general symbol,
and the self....is also the ocean....So the Self is the
whole collective unconscious, the origin and the end
of life, the origin of rain and of all the rivers, of the
whole universe, the end of all distinctiveness."
-Carl Jung

CONCLUSION
We learned that the Ottoman Empire, the Russian Empire, the Austro-Hungarian
Empire, The Netherlands, Ireland, Greece, Germany, Italy and France had great
influence on Sulina in the past centuries.
So how do all these symbols contribute to the collective unconscious?
Sulina is also a mainly Christian city. By putting together the diversity of the people
who lived there and their impact on the development of the city, we find plenty of
meanings, in relation to their goal as citizens and their beliefs.
All the symbols and archetypes presented here can be summed up as a circle of life.
Almost each of them has a double meaning, in relation to birth and death. The water
is what brought all these people together, setting everything in motion, giving rhythm
to their lives.
Aware of it or not, everyone followed the rules of the sea, which are the rules of life.
By building the lighthouses, people gave structure to their lives and turned Sulina
into their home. All the artefacts and even decorations in Sulina stand to prove the
imaginary community that was created by each nation bringing in or building symbols
that represent their own identities.

LAST THOUGHTS...
The history of Sulina can still be felt and seen everywhere in the city. The collective
unconscious can't be easily erased, and it is passed down from generation to
generation. The symbols that best characterize life by the Danube or the Black Sea
will be a constant reminder of the imaginary community that was formed here.
And what else is a better place for creating such a community, if not on an island
surrounded by water - which represents the unconscious itself.

